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SOCIETY FOR THE INVESTIGATION AND ES- 
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BY HENRY FITZ, A MEMBER. 
Published by request of Chairman and Trustees. 


% Come, now, and let us reason logether, saith the Lord: 
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.’’—Isaiah i. 18. 


Reason has the same relation in Ethics, that a uni- 
versal menstruum would have in Chemistry. It will 
produce a soltition of questions which ages of ignorance 
and error have regarded as incomprehensible--it will 
renew the mind in wisdom, raise the recipient from the 
abyss of mental degradation and wretchedness, place 
him upon the elevated pedestal of knowledge, sur- 
rounded with all the intellectual glories of an unen- 
cumbered and transported mind. Reason and error, 
are the mental antipodes. The first, like Sol in meri- 
dian splendor, shines, with transcendent refulgence, 
unohscured by a sincle cloud. The Jast, can be repre- 
sented only by deepening shades, and the profound 
gloom of night, whose impenetrable darkness may be 


felt. 
Reason is the parent of confidence. Hope springs in 


luxuriance, buds and blossoms into certainty, and cer- 
tainty ripens mato fulkfrvition. Error—what is it proli- 
fic in? How shall we mark its baleful progress, from 
the first mist of superstition to the portentous cloud, 
tlreatening, in its impetuous course, the prostration of 
human intellect, the destruction of happiness and life ? 
Like the morning which lowers, whose noon is terrific 
with blackening clouds, which, ere the trembling ob- 
server can find home and shelter, bursts with tremen- 
dous explosions of thunder, descending in cataracts of 
fire, sweeping with ruin the surface of the habitable 
globe. Faint, indeed, is the simile which inanimate 
nature affords, of the Godlike mind. The destruction 


i here! 


which Error points to the unhappy traveller, their 
course is perverse and difficult, and invariably ushers 
the deluded victim into the ** broad way which leadeth 
to destruction.” There is no balm, nor physician 
No ‘still small voice’? of Reason can be heard. 
Your sins, if scarlet die, are here crimsoned with un- 
certainty. If of crimson hue, they are reflected black 
as Hell! 

Reason, points to the ‘* anchor of the soul, both sure 
and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil.” Her course is straight forward. Her march is 
steady as time: undeviating in her progress, she halteth 
not, for her home is eternity! The mists of morning 
disappear at her coming, her presence dispels the clouds 
of noon, and brightens, with the sun of a never-ending 
day, the shades of night. There is a bolm, my breth- 
ren, in this Gilead, there is a physician here! A rem- 
edy for the diseased mind. A physician, whose touch 
can heal the sick—whose powerful voice can raise the 
dead, 

Men and brethren, have you been healed of the mor- 
al maladies consequent upon the influence of error, and 
reinstated in mental health, and itellectual vigor? Or 
are you now wandering in uncertainty, and groping, as 
it were at noon-day, in the shades of error’s night ?— 
Have you counselled yourselves at reason’s shriue, un- 
til scarlet has appeared while as snow, and crimson 
faded in your brightened vision, to the emblem of inno- 
cence, the fleecy wool? Are you still beguiled with 
error, deceived by the fiend of night, and cheated of 
your good? To you, then, is the voice directed— 
** Come now, and Jet us reason together, saith the 
Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” 

Man may neglect, without incurring certain suffering, 
the admonition of man; but, when God speaks, man 
should hear. When God invites, man should come.—— 
When God commands, man should obey. Lexicog- 
raphers inform us, that ‘+ reason is the power by which 
man deduces one proposition from another, or proceeds 
from premises to consequences.” This definition, we 
presume, will stand the test. Reason, or this power, 
must be the gift of God, if a perfect gift, for ** every 





of matter is but a dissolution of parts, a change of con- 


figuration or appearances. But error severs the tie 


| Father of lights.” 


good, and every perfect gift, cometh down from the 


h» What are the premises? 





If it is imperfect, it is not reason, , 


. Is reason the remedy? What is reason? Ane, It ia 
“the power by which man deduces one proposition 
from another, or proceeds from premises to conclu. 
sions,”? 

What is the proposition before us? Ans. It is to 
** come, now,’ not to-morrow, and reason with God. 

To what shall we trace this proposition? From 
what shall we conceive it to be deduced? Shall we 
trace it to God? Does it proceed from his wisdom, 
love, and power? What is a proposition? Ans. ** A 
sentence, in which any thing is affirmed, or decreed ; 
a proposal, offer of terms,” . 

What is affirmed, or decreed in this case? Ans. If 
you will reason with God, it is affirmed, or decreed, 
that your sins, although in moral torpitude of the color 
of scarlet and crimson, they shall be as white as snow 
or wool! This is the proposal, 

Are there terms, or, more properly means, by which 
this shall be effected? Ans. Yes, 

What? Ans. Reason. Reason is **the power by 
which man deduces one proposition from another, of 
proceeds from premises to conclusions.” 

Is it reasonable to suppose, that God views ws at 
while as wool or snow? From what, we ask, shall we 
deduce this proposition? from the power of God ?— 
Ans. Yes. For God is able to cleanse us, 

From the wisdom of God? Yes. For his wisdom is 
competent to devise the means to accomplish the end 
proposed. 

From his love? Yes, For his love is sufficient to 
prompt him to effect this glorious end. 

Ans. Reason teaches, that 
our sius are white as wool or snow. 

How do we know this? Ans. This is God"s propo- 
sulion. 

W hat is a proposition? Ans. “ A sentence, in which 
any thing is affirmed, or decreed; a proposal, offer of 
terms,”’ 

What is affirmed, decreed, or proposed? Ans, If you 
will reason with God, your sims, though red like scar- 
let or crimson, shall become as white as ‘wool of snow. 

What are the terms or means? Ans. Reason /—~ 
Reason is the great, the graud desideratum, which, like, 
a universal menstruum in Chemistry, will produce a 
solution of every difficulty, and transform us, from be- 
ing sinners, red with crime, and crimsoned with trans- 


which binds man to his God; and mars the divine im-| for reason is peefect. Reason, then, is but another’ gression, to innocence, white as wool or snow / 


age of the beneficent Father, Friend, and Benefactor of "@™° for wisdom, A mao is wise or ignorant, in pro- | 


Men and Biethren—If this is reason, what is error ? 


mankind. Error, black as it is with congregated hor- | Portion as he sees things as (hey are, or is unacquainted We appeal to you, as parsengers through life, interest- 
rors, is the only light which gleams, with sickly ray, with the true state and condition of the person, thing, ed beyond the power of language to describe, in this 
upon the aller where kneels with terror and affright, |" Principle, which is the subject for consideration — ‘momentous sobject before us. Are you sinners? Have 
the victim to superstition’s fears. Its inspiratione fire | Brethren, you are too far interested in this inquiry to. you violated the laws of God? Do you conceive your- 


the mind with lunetic madness—nerves the murderer’s 


be idle spectators, The destiny of your svu/s, not 


selves amenable to him? Are you aware of the uncer- 


arm, and, we fear, oft presides where laurels deck the | YOU! purses, is the important concern; to them, there- tainty of huwan life! ‘That now, while bealth mantles 
brow, and heroes * sink the man.” The ensanguin- fre, let your undivided attention be directed. Re- on your check, and strength nerves your arm—while 
ed field, where the work of destruction bas crimsoned | Member, ** The mind is the man!” Tis body ir but a’ the ewift coursing blood buoys your spirits up, and hope 
the ground with the blood of thousands, is the scene of C#* which encloses him ; and his clothes, however fine ; dilutes your heart -While expeetation is busy in plan- 
error’s richest repast. Tis here she revels; till glutted and costly, are a cover to protect the body. A reme- ning schemes of future worldiy joysyour all predi- 
with wretchedpes?, or diverted by other victims, the dy for the diseases of the body, or the mind's case, is cated on (he appearances and possessions of the present 


fiend is found preying upon the vitals of nations, or 
poisoning, with unhallowed jnfluence, the sanctuaries 
dedicated to the living God!” 

Men and 
now before you. Reason, or Truth, is the hand maid 


of Heaven. Error, or falsehood, the fiend of Hell. 


Whom will you choose, to guide your wandering feet, | 
to pioneer your way, and cheer the remnant of your | 
days, in your pilgrimage to another and a better world ? | 

; oa : | 
However diversified the numerous ways aud by-paths! 


Brethren, the **hane and antidote”? are 


not the preset concern, Neither shall we inquire re- 
lative to the outward case of all, the clothes, but the 
mind, the man, is diseased, Where is the rewedy ; and 
how shall it be applied? 

Ans. 


le this the inquiry? What is the disease ? 


Sin, 


A voice from Heaven replies—** Come, now, 


and let us reason together, saith the Lord: Though | 


your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as «now; 
though they be red like crimson, they shell be as 
woo!,*? 





| fleeting show; even now, death may be speeding, like 


the vulture to his prey, and another day lend you in 
that country 


‘* From whose bourne no traveller returns.” 
Is it red with 
Or Lave 


you reasoned with that God, who wiil tran-form you 
into the likeness of bis Son, white m inuocence as woo 


What is the complexion of your soul? 
crime, and crimsoned with’ transgression ? 


orenow? ‘The word has gone forth—* flo! every one 
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that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, aud he that hath 
no money, come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, huy wine 
and milk without money, and without price. And the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let bis that is 
athirst come, and whosoever will, let him come, and 
take of t!.e water of life freely.” God is no respecter 
of persons, and no conditions are requised, but reason 
is the means, by which we take the water of life, and 


‘jence? You are the creatares of yesterday, and your 
fathers’ ashes are a monument, tii! they are scattered 
to the four winds of heaven, of the vanity of their 
‘children. 4s your goodness named? Your very righ- 
‘teousness is but fillhy rags. Hear, therefore, the 
yoice of wisdom, for it is the voice of God. Come, 
and reason with God, that your sins, though they be as 
‘scarlet or as crimson, may be as wool or as snow.— 


drink, that we may never thirst again, at the wells of Come, now, * lest that come upon you which is spok- 


his salvation. Is not this a triumphant conclusion? — 
The proposition is from that God who ** makes the 
clouds his chariot, and rides upon the winge of the 
wind.” From that God whose wisdom, power and love, 
are infinite; who ‘is good to all, and whose fender 
mercies are over all his works.”’ From that God, whose 
beneficence is written in the heavens above; whose 
power is graven on every leaf, and whose love watches 
with solicitude over all the creatures that he hath made, 
so that not a sparrow falls without his knowledge. 

Brethren, when God speaks, let men hear! Let us 
not presumptuously dictate terms to Him, before whom 
the inhabitants of the earth are as grasshoppers— before 
whom the nations sre as a drop in the bucket. Let us, 
men and brethren, receive His testimony. 

What is it? Ans, “Let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be white as snow, though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” 

When shall this take place? Ans. Now. ‘* Come 
now /’? Nopenance is necessary. God isready. If 
your sins are not “ red like scarlet and crimson,”’ you 
have no part nor lot in the matter.* The invitation is 
to sinners. To sinners red with crime, and crimsoged 
with transgression. You have nothing to do, to purge 
yourselves, or wash away the stain. *Tisdone! Wis- 
dom cries aloud, let her voice be heard. The peace is 
made. 

How ? Ans. ** Through the blood of His cross,” not 
ours—** by Him,” not us, * to reconcile al) things uu- 
to himself, by kim, I say, whether they be things on 
earth, or things in heaven.’ This is the voice of in- 
spiration, of reason, of truth. Is the peace made ?— 
Then we cannot make it. ‘*’Tis dome! the baittle’s 
fought, the viotory won.” 

By whom? 

Ans. “ Ilisown arm brought salvation, his righte- 
ousness it sustained Him. Behold, now is the accepted 
fime. Behold, now is the day of salvation. To-day, 
therefore, hear his voice ; harden not your hearts.”»— 
*Tis the voice of reason, that pronounces all your sins 
forgiven. °Tis the trumpet of the Gospel, which sounds 
a Jubilee, therefore, come, ye ransomed sinners come. 
Can you refuse the invitation? Can you question the 
sincerity of Him, who bas sworn by himself, that ** un- 
to Him every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, 
surely shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength?” Is it not reasonable to suppose, yea, to 
believe, that in the Son of his love, raised triumphant 
over sin, death, and tbe grave, we are clean? That 
** in his blood we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.” That he has ‘blotted out, asa thick cloud, 
our transgressions, and as a cloud our sins,” and that 
we should return, when he has redeewed us! Is not 
this sufficient? Or do you prefer your own righteous- 
ness and strength, and will your arm bring you a bel- 
ter salvation? Can you reasou with yourselves, and not 
with God, and produce a result, which shall transform 
you from being crimsoned with iniquity, to tke purity 
of the snow of heaven? From what, if you would call 
this reason, would you deduce your proposition ? Have 
you power to wash away sin? Can you redeem the 
soul from the crimson of iniquity? Powerful, as you 
are, you may be destroyed by the moth. The worm 
you tread on may nip your bud, and sink your honors 
in the duet. Have you wisdom? Tell, I beseech you, 
what to morrow will bring forth? Boast you of exper- 





* “* The whole need not @ phyrician, but (bey that 
are sick.” 


I gs ogee 


en of in the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and won- 
der, and perish: for | work a work in your days. & 
“work which ye sball in no wise believe, though a man 
declare it unto you.” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
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A serious exhortation to all, who 
CALL THEMSELVES UNIVERSALISTS. 


‘ J beseech you brethren suffer the word of exhortation.’ 
PAUL. 

Beloved brethren, in some measure sensible of the 
, laudable and persevering exertions of many of my wor- 
‘thy fellow servants, in the ministry of reconciliation, 
who have labored to enlighten our understandings into 
the first principles of the doctrine of Christ, to impress 
on our minds correct views of the divine theory and 
system of the gospel,and also to remove the clouds of 
darkness, which have hung over our minds and obscur- 
ed the light of truth from shining clearly into them, &c. 
I have been induced to cast in my mite, at this time, 
by calling your serious attention to those important 
considerations, so plainly deducible from the princi- 
ples of that doctrine in which you have been in- 
structed. 

This doctrine like the sfone that was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, increases with astonishing and 
almost inconceivable rapidity, melting down opposi- 
tion, as the sun does ice, in the meridian of a summer's 
day ; whilst darkness flees apace before the brightness 
of its rising. But with all this prosperity and good suc- 
cess, let us take heed lest we fall; and be careful that 
with all our faith, profession and performances, we be- 
come not as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. 

Is it my brethren, an improper question to ask, if, 
after al] our instructions into the doctrine which we 
profess, and all our understauding of its divine theory, 
we have not too much neglected the practical part of 
our profession? Whether it be thought by any to be 
improper or not, | honestly answer for one it is not; 
but a question which ought to come home to my heart. 
Do any of you ask what my aim is, in addressing you in 
this manner? | answer, it is to stir up your minds, by 
way of remembrance, and induce you to walk worthy 
the vocation wherewith ye are called; that all who 
name the name of Christ, may be careful to depart from 
iniquity and maintain good works, by living soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world. To ex- 
cite in you a love of virtue, that you muy not only 
know how to do right, but practice it; not only know 
that the way of the transgressor is hard, but forsake it 
and choose the pleasant ways and peaceful paths of 
wisdom,—of that wisdom, which cometh down from a- 
bove, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrisy, that by ‘ giving all dili- 
gence, you may add fo your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to temperance 
patience, to patience go.lliness, to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness charily, which is 
the bend of perfectness * This is what l aim at. And 
would to God, ! could be successful in attempting to 
do it. 

Need I remind you of the great profession which we 
have gade,with which no others can be compared. We 


‘ 


















profess to believe that the Almighty Father of all om 
tpirits is Jove,—is infinite in goodness, wisdom, 
in power; that all mankind are brethren of the same 
family, on whom he smiles iupartially, as heirs mutual. 
ly of his benevolence, bound, finally,to the game hap 
world of immortal felicity. To this God we profess to 
look up as our unchangeable Friend and Benefactor 
in whom we live and have our being. Aj this, oa 
tuinly, constitutes him a lovely and adorable Bej 
whom we can with propriety love with all our hearts, 
Do we thus love him? if so, let us keep his command. 
ments, of which this is the first, and the second js like 
nuto it; ‘thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,’ and 
this let us evince, by doing unto others, as we woy 
that others should do unto us. This last commande 
ment is plainly taught to us, by the principles before 
laid down; for how can we believe and feel, that alj 
men are our brethren, all equally loved and blessed by 
God, with the same hopes and the sawe Prospects; 
and stillhate one of them? Wecannot. For if we sa 
that we love God and hate our brethren, we are liars 
and the truth is notin us. Now love worketh no ill to 
its neighbor, it blesseth and curseth not. * And hereby 
we know that we have passed from death unto life, be. 
cause we love tie brethren.’ 

Now let us remember that God has never required 
any thing of us, but what is calculated to produce, jn 
obedience, our bighest good; and that we are so cop. 
stituted, that it is just as much impossible for us to be 
happy in disobedience, as it is to enjoy the light and 
heat of the sun in the night, or be satisfied without 
food, or to find peace and rest, while travelling on 
pointed thorns. Thus as we love God, and would pro 
mote bis highest glory, and our own greatest happiness; 
let the principles of the doctriue we profess, have their 
full induence on our minds, our thoughts di-position 
and actions. This doctrine should influence our minds 
in our retired hours of meditation, in the domestic cir- 
cle at home, in the house of worship, in our daily la- 
bors, in our dealings with our fellow inen, in our con- 
versation, in short, in all our concerns in life. | This 
will cleanse our thoughts and motives from impurity, 
lead us to humility of heart, teach us to repose our 
confidence and dependence upon God, to love and 
adere bim with all our heerts, as the greatest and best 
of all Beings, the giver of life, of every good and per 
fect gift, and this view of his goodness will lead us to 
repentance ; these principles, if adhered to, will bring 
harmony and peace to our souls into the family circle, 
inspire some devotion at the place of worship, cheer us 
in our daily labors, Jead us to deal bonestly and justly 
with our brethren, purify our conversation frow vaid 
idle profane words, render us grateful in bealth and 
properity, patient and reconciled under losses, sickness, 
and adversity ; it will make us truly happy through all 
the chequered scenes of life, and live in the enjoy iments 
of heaven whilst we are yet on earth ; it will make os 
as a body or church, to shine like a light ona stand, and 
appear like a city set ona hill, yea like Jerusalem on 
the hill of Zion,—yes my dear brethren, this will insure 
our triumphant success in all that can render us blest 
ed and happy, and this alone ;—* and now if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, ‘hink on these things ;* 
and thus may our heavenly Father, conduct us through 
the journey of life, in righteousness, joy, and peace, 
till, at Jast we slumber in death, and are carried to the 
silent aod undisturbed closet of the grave, there to re 
pose, till he shall by the sound of the trumpet make ué 
in the image of Christ, and call us to enjoy that insmofe 
tal felicity promised in the gorpel.-Amen. A. BY***. 

—_——EP 0:0 aae—— : 
To Readers and Correspondents. 











It has been thought proper, for sundry reasons, to 
close the controversies between J, Bt**#*® & J. Wz 
and B, S##®#*##* & \W_ D+, 

B.S. will find the remarks requested on Luke xii. 4, 
5, in the 34ih No. of the 34 Vol. of the Magazine, In 











H. B.’s reply to P—B, 
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qgrsince the publication of the Cir- 
cular Letter of the Northern Assoeiation, we have 
received the minutes of its proceedings. 





Proceedings of the Northern Association of 


Universalisis, 


The Members of the Northern Association of Univer- 
gajists met in Council, according to appointment, at the 
house of Brother James Hale, in Barre, county of 
Washington, Vermont, on Tuesday evening, the first 
of October, 1822; and after uniting in solemn and de- 
yout prayer with Brother Robert Bartlett, organized by 
choosing — 

Br. John FE. Palmer, Moderator. 

Br. Samuel C. Loveland, Clerk. 

Br. Robert Bartlett, A@ssestant Clerk. 

Proceeded to read the letters from the several Socie- 
ties in fellowship with this Association, and found 
them expressive of good tidings. 

Voted, That the request of the church in Whiting, to 
be received into fellowship with this Association, be 
granted. 

Appointed Brs, 8. Loveland, Jonathan Wallace, and 
John E. Palmer, a committee to receive requests for 
letters of fellowship, or ordination, if any there be. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock, Wednesday morning. 

Prayer by Br. Dolphus Skinner. 

Wednesday Morning.—Met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

Prayer by Br. Jonathan Wallace. 

Voled, Vo receive the society in Crown Point, N, 
Y. into fellowship. 

Voled, To dismiss Br. Royal Gage, at his request, 
from our connexion, and that Br. Loveland address 
said Br. Gage, by letter, with discretionary powers on 
the subject. 

Attended to the report of the brethren appointed to 
visit the several societies, and found them expressive of 
good tidings. 

Order of public service for Wednesday. 
Morning Service. 


Introductory Prayer, Br. Kittredge Haven. 
Sermon, Br. Robert Bartlett. Text, 1 Cor. xv. 57, 
* But thanks be to God which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Concluding, Br. Dolphus Skinner. 
Afternoon Service, 


Introductory Prayer, Br. Jonathan Wallace. 

Sermon, Br. James Babbitt. Text, Isa. lii.’7, ‘ How 
beauliful upon the mountains are the feet of Lim that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, that bring- 
eth good tidings of good, that publisheth ealvation ; 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.’ 

Concluding, Br. Asa Priest. 

Evening Service. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Dolphus Skinner. 

Sermon, Br. Elias Smith. Text, Heb. ii. 8, 9,°* But 
now we see not all things yet put under him. But we 
see Jesus, who was made a little Jower than the angels, 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory aud hon- 
or; that he by the grace of God should taele death for 


every man.’ 
Concluding, Br. R. Bartlett. 


Appointed Visitors for the ensuing year as follows— 


Barnard, Br. James Babbitt; Bethel, Br. SC Love- | 


Jand ; Bridgewater, Br. S C Loveland ; Barre, Br. John 
E Palmer; Cavendish, Br. Asa Priest; Chester, Br. S 
C Loveland ; Crown Point, Br. James Babbitt; Crafts- 
bury, Br. John E Palmer; Hartlend, Br. Robert Bart- 
lett; Hancock, Br. Kittredge Haven; Londonderry, 
Br. S C Loveland ; Montpelier, Northfield, and Plain- 
field, Br. John E Palmer; Qneensbury, Dr. Aaron 
Kinsman; Reading, Br. S C Loveland; Richmond, 
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Jobn Eb Palwer; Strafford, br. John & Palmer; Town ; 
-hend, Br. § C Loveland ; Ward«boro’, Br. Asa Priest ; | 
Whiting, Br. Jonathan Wallace; Weston, Br, 8 C 
Loveland ; West Windsor, Br. Robert Bartlett. 
Adjourned till 8 o'clock, ‘Thursday Morning. 
Prayer by Br. S C Leveland. 
Thursday Morning.— Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by br. Charles R. Marsh. 
Attended on the commiitce from the Genera] Con- 
vention. 
Voted, To receive the society in Craftsbury into fe)- 
lowehip. 
Foted, To request the several societies to give annu- 
al accounts of their numbers. 
Voted, That whereas this Association has been duly, 
and, as they believe, correctly informed, that Mr. 
George W. Brooks has conducted in a manner onbe- 
coming the Christian, and especially the Christian min- 
ister, that we withdraw our fellowship from him, and 
hereby caution the public not to receive him asa 
preacher in our connexion. 
Attended to a report of the committee appointed to 
receive requests for letters of fellowship, and ordina- 
tion, who reported in favor of granting a letter of fel- 
lowship to Br. Charles R. Marsh, which report was ac- 
cepted. 

Voted, To receive the society in Williamstown into 
fellowship. 

Order of Service for Thursday. 


Introductory Prayer, Br. E. Smith. 

Sermon, Br. K. Haven. ‘Text, Romans xiv. 5, * Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind,” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. J. Babbitt. 


Aflernoon Service, 

Prayer, Br. S. C. Loveland. 

Sermon, Br. E. Smith. Text, Isaiah iv, 10—13, * For 
as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, aud 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
tbe sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be 
dhat goeth forth out of my mouth; it shal] not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which | 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto | 
sent it,’ &c. 

Concluding, Br. C, Marsh. 

Evening Service. 

introductory Prayer, Br. R. Bartlett, 

Sermon, 8. C. Loveland. Text, Matthew v. 44, 45, 
‘But! say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you and persecute you :— 
That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh bis sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.’ 

Concluding, Br. Elias Smith. 

Adjourned the Association to meet at Whiting, Vt. 
on the first Wednesday and Thursday in October, 
1823. 

Prayer by Br. John E, Palmer. 

JOHN E. PALMER, Moderator, 
SamveEt C, Love.anp, Clerk. 
RoBeat BARTLEIT, 4ssistani Clerk, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
Thanksgiving. 

‘* O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
mercy endureth forever,” is the injunction of the sweet 
Psulasist of Israel. Surely it presents a theme of the 
sublimest contemplation to behold the people of a free 
wid enlightened community, relinquishing their daily 
purtuits aud avocations, and repeiring to their respec- 





Bs. Jobn B Palmer; Rockingham, and Springfield, Br. 
Robert Bartlett; Shoreham, Br. Jonathan Wallace; 


tive temples of worship, to offer the homage of gratitude, 
thanksgiving and praise, to the Supreme Governor a- 


Shrewsbury, Br. Dolphus Skinner; St. Johusbury, Bre} mong the uations, and the Great Dispemser of ever) 
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blessing. ‘To hear the bya of prare, in melodious 
strains, chanted to the God of nature; while the fér- 
vent prayer, from the humble and contrite beart, ad- 
dresses the throne of grace, and the preacher recounts 
the varied blessings of the sessons past. Here our 
winds are carried back to a blissful review of the man- 
ifold blessings and comforts we have enjoyed. While 
a few of our kindred have been compelled to bid adieu 
to time, and their spirits have entered on their eternal 
bourne, leaving their remains to slumber in the tomb, 
the charnel-bonee of all living, how many of us have 
been permitted to enjoy life and health, which ore the 
greatest temporal blessings. The atmosphere we re- 
epire has been rendered salubrious, being tempered with 
the breath of merey. The sound of the axe and the 
hammer, the voice of joy, gladness and mirth, have 
been heard in our streets, our shops, and our dwellings ; 
while our bodies have been warmed with the Acece of 
our flocks, and the choicest of wines have sparkled in 
our cups, and the richest of fruits crowned our board. 
Surely the beavens have yielded marrow and fatness, 
dropping Jike the rain, and distilling like the dew— 
while our fruitful orchards have bent beneath their ce- 
licious burthens, our garners have been crowded with 
grain, and the earth has yielded its abundance of in- 
crease for the support of man and beast. How have 
the hopes of the husbandman been realized and his Ja- 
bors crowned with success, while his heart beat for joy, 
when his eyes beheld his fields waving with abundance, 
and his ears heard the bleating of bis flocks, and the 
lowing of his Lerd reverberating from the mountain's 
top to the distant plain and expiring upon our unroffied 
waters. Neither the blood of our friends, nor of our 
foes, slain in battle, have ensanguined our shore, wor 
the instruments of carnage, blood-hed, and sloughter, 
appeared in our streets to blight our hopes, vunoy our 
peace, or becloud our prosperity—nor have the wants 
of the widow, and the plaints of the fatherless address- 
ed our ears and our hearts in vain; but we trust the 
consoling and supporting hand of liberality, humanity, 
and benevolence, has been kindly extended to their 
relief. Our canvas whitens every sea, unfolding itself tw 
every propitious breeze, while our rivers and streams 
are adorned with domestic manufactories which pre- 
sent to the eye so many temples of industry. How 
have our Jaws been framed in wisdom, prudence, ond 
integrity, being wholesome, mild, and efficacious; thus 
securing equal blessings, privileges, and immunities to 
the people of these United States, individually and co}- 
lectively. Surely our weapons of defence are patriot 
ism and valor, our pale of safety, equity and justice, 
our charter, freedom; and our cradle, liberty, 

It is also a matter of great rejoicing, that the increase 
of our public schools, academies and universities, hus 
been commensurate with the increase of our popula- 
tion, thus furnishing the stage of life, with men duly 
qualified for reg avocation, profession, and employ - 
ment, while ‘hey are so many salubrious streams of sci- 
ence, virtue, and morality, How do all these blessiugs 
call for the most fervent ascriptions of gratitude, pray- 
er, and thanksgiving! ! Surely, ** The Lord is good 
unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his works.”” 
But there is one blessing which we enjoy, that above a!! 
others, should not be lost sight of, viz. The enjoy- 


ment of the glorious liberty of worshipping God in the 
manner which is most congenial to our own views and 
feelings. Here we can sit under our own sine and fig. 
tree, none molesting us, or making us afraid. Here, 
no domineering pontiff, priest, or friar, awes us into a 
confession of # belief im his religious sentiments, by in 

human proscriptions and impious meledictions, Noe 
fattened taxgatherer extorts from us ty thes to vid in 
the promulgostion of doctrines that we have no faith in— 

neither do we experience those direful effect+ of corpo- 
real puntyhinents that have for ages disgraced (he pape 
of religious history ; but the divive proposition of the 
apostle of the Gentiles, “ Jet every man be fully pes. 
suaded in his own mind,” iv realized and enjoyed ty 
all, May we hold these blessings as sacred as the ut- 
chives of heaven, and transajt thea upinpaired to thes 





i gemerations yet lo come, 
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From the New-Hampshire Patriot. 


Oh! cease that plainf, my babe, no father’s ear 
Is open to thy wail, thy mother’s fear— 

Her helpless tears may bathe thy cheek, but she, 
As sorrow's heir, can only welcome thee. 

‘Well mayst thon weep—a mourner at thy birth— 
The frost fell, e’er the flow’ret glinted forth, 

That wither'’d all thy hopes, and only gave 

For thine inheritance, a father’s grave. 


Oh, none, save those who feel, can ever know 
What the lone widow’s heart must undergo! 
The world a moment gazes, sighs, and then 
‘Turns to its cares or gayeties again— 


And friends that pity, weep, perhaps, even they, 


As dries the dew before the morning ray, 

‘the occasion past, soon wipe their grief away. 
Not thus, my busband, will my bosom heal ; 
och day, each hour afresh thy loss I feel ; 

i hear thy voice, thy form I seem to see,— 

“ Thy image steals between my God and me ;” 
‘The shadows flee the morn, but o’er my soul 
Sull deeper, deeper shades of sadness roll. 


How busy mem’ry heightens my distress, 

ecalling all thy care and tenderness— 

Thet friendship, ever kind in joy or grief 

Which shar’d my pleasures, watch’d for my relief ; 
Amusements, studies, all received their zest 

From harmovy of sentiment and taste— 

Union of souls —where thought with thought agrees, 
Or fond affection blots the fault it sees: 

And then those children of our love, | trace 

The father’s featares in each rosy face— 

Their little hearts beat light, untamed by wo, 
Too young their loss to feel, thy worth to know; 
But while their infant sports I sad survey, 

And fancy shudders o’er the future; they 

Will grieve to see me weep, with artless speech 
Their father’s name repeat; and then I teach 
Thew all thy love and kindness, till grief 
O’erpowers my voice, nor silence brings relief. 
When midnight deepens, and when all around 
Are hush’d in slumbers tranquil and profonnd— 
(Dall sleep, no mourner thou) then darker far 
Than midnight will my friendless fate appear, 
And to my throbbing heart thy babe I press, 
Which thou wilt never see, and never bless— 
(nd bittrest tears will fall, each wound unclos’d, 
And stain that pillow where thy cheek repos’d ; 
Til gladly would I lay this aching head 

in slumbers near thy cold and narrow bed: 

But when thy death-scene rises, when | see 

Thy latest look, that mortal agony 

Dissolving nature must endure, when all 

The ties that bind to this terrestrial ball 

Are burst at once—and clasp that hand of thine 
Whose pressure now no more replies to mine— 
Then reason reels, and thro’ my chilling veins 
Life’s struggling current scarce its course retains: 
The sick heart pauses—but what mortal ear, 
Could | the boundless sum compute, would bear 
‘The heighth, and breadth and depth of grief to hear. 


My God! to thee alone must | impart 
The bleeding sorrows of a broken heart. 
Thy righteous hand the blow inflicted; Thou 
Alone canst heal: before Vhy throne | bow! 
O! save me from a murm'sing word, and «till 
The wild and restless wanderings of my will. 
Their heavenly Father's promises to share, 
My little ones to thy paternal care, - 
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‘Give me with faith unwav’ring to consign : 


Shield their unshelter’d path, and smooth e’en mine: 


| Be thou my Judge, inju. tice to pursue -- 


’ 


My guide and God life’s painful journey thro’ :— 
Oh, then, before thy throne, a!] sorrows o’er, 
My husband, way we meet to part no more : 


a. 
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RELIGION. 


Religion! in that heavenly word, 
What treasures, all divine, are stored ; 
Descending from the realms above, 
Her object man, her errand love. 


She comes to soften all our gloom, 

Invite earth’s wretched wanderers home ; 
Direct the path and lead the way 

To fairer worlds and endless day. 
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From the (Boston) Christian Register. 





The following communication was handed us by a re- 
spectable gentleman of a neighboring town, who is 
ready to make good his promise on the fulfilment of 
the conditions. 


‘Ten Dollars Reward. 


** The leading principles taught by Calvin,”’ says Mr. 
Buck in his Jheological Dictionary, ** were the same 
as those of Augustine.”? Inasmuch as ecclesiastical 
historians have generally, if not universally, agreed that 
this same Augustine was remarkably distinguished as a 
bilter and bluody persecu(or, it has become a very im- 
portant questien, whether persecution is not the natur- 
al fruit of Calvinism? With grief and disgust we have 
often read grievous complaints from our respectable 
Baptist brethren, of having been formerly, in common 
with Unitarians and Quakers, cruelly and outrageously 
persecuted for their religion. No persecutor can be a 
true christian ; for, as Dr. Jorton says, ** where perse- 
cution begins Christianity ends.”? But among Protes- 
tants, where, and by whom, has this malevolent and 
bloody work been carried on? In the pacific and 
prosperous state of Pennsylvania, and in many others of 
our free states; Do legal persecution has ever been 
know to exist. 

A reward of ten dollars is hereby freely offered to any 
of our Baptist brethren who will prove, that from the 
martyrdom of their amiable brother, MichAEt SERVE- 
Tus,* down to the present day, they have, in a single 
instance, been persecuted by any other persons than 
those who have held, and whose minds have been deep- 
ly imbued with “ the leading principles taught by 
Calvin.” 

N. B. The reward shall be paid to the first who will 
produce fair proof to the printer of this paper. 

In the days of the prophet Ezekiel, the great body of 
the Jews were highly Calvinistic. They had been 
chosen of God, and separated from the nations of the 
earth for the most important purposes. To them were 
committed the oracles of God; and from them pro- 
ceeded the true Messiah, who was sent of God to be 
the Saviour of the world. Hence this arrogant and re- 
bellious nation were so Calvinistic as to imagine that 
they, as a nation, were chosen of God to inherit ever- 
lasting salvation, to the exclusion of all the rest of the 
world. They believed, and bad the presumption to 
say, that the ways of the Lord were unequal; but let 
us hear the the testimony of the God of troth: ** Ye 
say the way of the Lord is not equal.. Hear now, O 
house of Israel; are not my ways equal? are not your 
ways unequal? Make you a new heart and a new 
spirit: for why will ye die, O house ef Israel? For | 





Benedict's History of the Baptists. 









_have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth 
the Lord God: wherefore turn and live ye.” 

| If the ways of God are unequal, the Calvinistic dog. 
Seay may possibly be true; but 4s sure as the of 
‘am Lord are equal, ** the leading principles taught by 
i 
| 





» saith 


Calvin”? must be false. S. PETER, 
—_——e () oo. 


DEDICATION, 


The Meeting-House which has been erected dup 
the past season by the Universalist Society, in Cam 
bridgeport, was dedicated to the worship of the 
preme God, on Wednesday last. 

The services were as follows: 

Select portions of Scripture were read by Br. Hoses 
Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury. 

An introductory Anthem was then performed by the 
|choir, whose services on the occasion were duly ap 
preciated by every lover of sacred music, 

The Introductory Prayer was offered by Br. Thomas 
Whittemore. . 

Dr. Madan’s celebrated ‘* Magdalane Ode” was 
then performed. 

Br. Thomas Jones, of Gloucester, then offered the 
| consecrating Prayer, which was followed by the singing 
of ahymn. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, delivered the Sermon 
\from Deut. xiv. 23, ** And thou shalt eat before the 
_Lord thy God, in the place which he shall choose to 
place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, 
and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds, and of 
| thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lordthy 
God always.” 

The concluding Prayer by Br. Jacob Frieze. After 
which an anthem was performed, and then the bene 
diction closed the services, 

The feelings of the Society were highly gratified to 
behold a numerous assembly present, who evinced by 
\ their decorum and attention a deep interest in the 
services, 

In this house simplicity, neatness and elegance are 
combined, which manifest a true economy in the arehi- 
tect and proprietors. An elegant chandelier, from the 
glass manufactory, in Cambridge, adds moch beaaty fo 
the house. The local position of the building, and the 
eligibility of its situation, will render it not only very 
convenient to those who shall worship there, but also 
a great ornament to Cambridgeport. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. John 
Brooks, of Barnardstown, Mass. Dated December 
Ist, 1822. 


Inveterate and unmanly opposition is manifested to 
the cause of truth, in many places. 

In Townshend, Vt. a Mr. Jonathan Smith died, a few 
days ago, rejoicing in the belief of universal salvation. 
But I learn, from credible authority, that considerable, 
and unjustifiable means were used to set in circulation 
a story of an opposite complexion—a story that Mr. 
Smith renounced that belief, betore death, and became 
hopefully converted to the truth, viz. Calvinism ! | an 
assured, however, that he was converted from a belief 
in annilulation to that of universal salvation; and that 
his dying request was that it should be published to the 
world. 

Being fully convinced that this was the case, I re 
quest you to insert this in the Inquirer. Wheo "i 
people be willing to believe God's word, as did faithiul 
Abraham, in preference to the opinions of persons on 8 
dying bed? should a thousand persons, ever £0 seriously, 
declare, in their last moments, that all mankind will 
not be eventually, blest in Christ, would it prove God's 





* Michsel Servetus was a Unitarian Baptist. a Soeaara that they weil be so blest, untrue ? 


(Hariford) Religious Inguiret 
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